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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 

COLLIERVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

 

MR. MARK HANSEN, CHAIRMAN 

MR. KEVIN VAUGHAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN 

MS. WANDA CHISM 

MR. WRIGHT COX 

MRS. CATHY MESSERLY 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  The Collierville School Board meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark 

Hansen at 6:00 p.m. 

 

II. ROLL CALL:  Roll call was taken by Chairman Mark Hansen and all five school board members were 

present, representing a quorum. 

 

III. MOMENT OF SILENCE:  A moment of silence was observed. 

 

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Mark Hansen. 

 

V. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Collierville School Board of Education approve the agenda 

for the March 4, 2014 Business Meeting. 

 

 Kevin Vaughan made motion to approve the Agenda with the addition of Public Comments presented after 

the approval of the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Cathy Messerly and approved unanimously by 

the board. 

   Wanda Chism  Aye 

   Wright Cox  Aye 

   Mark Hansen  Aye 

   Cathy Messerly  Aye 

   Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

1. Allison Randolph, 1992 Klug Cove, Collierville, Tn.  

         Open Enrollment 

2. Lane Roberts, 1799 Percy Place, Collierville, Tn. 

        Non-Resident and Open Enrollment 

3. Bryna Martin, 619 Shady Hollow Cove, Eads, TN. 

       Non-Resident policy and registration information 

4. Ken Daniel, 699 Catesby Cv. Collierville, TN. 

                     Tuition Fee 

5. Chuck Lesnick, 1260 Oak Lake Cove, Collierville, Tn. 

       Allow out of area students to attend, but pay tuition.  

6. Jatin Mehta, 9293 S.Fairmont Circle, Collierville, Tn. 

               Non-Resident Transfer 

 7.     Jason Lederfine, 4640 Sweet Whisper Lane, Memphis, TN 38125 

         Non-Resident Transfer 
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VII. REPORTS: 

 

 1. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 

 

Chairman Hansen reported on the events of the past week with regard to Germantown. He stated that for many 

weeks, the Collierville School Board and our Superintendent have been inundated with questions about 

Collierville children who attend Germantown schools, including the thoughts voiced tonight.  In response to 

those concerns, he said the Board has attempted to formulate solutions that: 

a. Are responsive to family wishes and preferences, 

b. Offer families options and flexibility, and 

c. Avoid disruption to existing school attendance patterns where possible. 

 

Chairman Hansen explained how he has talked for several weeks now about making the opening of our schools 

as seamless as possible for families. He believes that the Board has been open, honest and transparent 

throughout this process, particularly concerning the capacity problems at Collierville High and other schools. In 

addition, Mr. Aitken has been at every school and every PTA meeting.  He noted that there is some difficulty 

reaching out to the Germantown Schools as we do not have access to their PTA; therefore, having a forum and 

meeting with those parents is a great idea.  Long term, he said, it is the stated intention of Collierville Schools to 

educate all children within our town limits.  Collierville Schools has a legal obligation and also a social compact 

with the citizens of our community to provide them with the highest level of education.   

Chairman Hansen stated that discussions are ongoing with the Germantown School Board Chairman and their 

Superintendent, but unfortunately there is no agreement as of tonight.  He stated they do not have any additional 

meetings scheduled at the moment, but that is possible and we are not slamming the door on anything. As it 

stands now, he explained that Collierville parents of Germantown school children are facing some tough 

decisions about where to go. Under Germantown’s open enrollment policy passed last night, those children 

presently in Germantown schools have a fairly high priority to go there next year if they so choose.  Chairman 

Hansen stated that if a parent chooses to send their child to Collierville Schools the following things can at least 

be anticipated: 

1. We will welcome your children with open arms, warm hearts and we will have a seat for your child not 

withstanding of what you may have heard.  We do have a tight capacity and that is no secret to anyone, 

but we have plans and are making plans to accommodate every child. 

2. We will provide your child with the highest quality education experience for which Collierville has 

been nationally recognized. 

3. We will provide transportation to you and your neighborhood at no cost.  This is an attribute to being 

citizens of Collierville and having children in Collierville schools. 

4. We will do our utmost to instill in your children the virtues upon which Collierville schools were 

founded: scholarship, integrity and service. 

5. Lastly, you will have a school board and superintendent whose actions are guided at all times by the 

best interests of Collierville children. We are accountable to you and you alone. We are confident that 

as parents you are in the best position to decide what is right for your children and we have an 

immense respect for that decision. Sometimes, however making the right decision for our children 

means making tough decisions for our children and we are well aware of that as a school board. 

 

Chairman Hansen thanked everyone for listening and told the room that Collierville Schools are ready, willing and 

able to stand with you and invited continued participation by virtue of emailing, calling or coming to these meetings.  

He regretted not having more to tell about Germantown, stating there is a disagreement on the payment of tuition 

fees, and that as of right now, there is no agreement for Collierville children attending Germantown schools except 

through the Germantown open enrollment policy. 
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2.    SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

 

Superintendent Aitken began his report stating he was pleased to announce the Early Enrollment dates for the eight 

(8) Collierville Schools. The dates are March 24
th

, 25
th

, and 27
th

 from 4:30 until 7:00 p.m. These dates and times will 

provide students who reside in the Town of Collierville the opportunity to provide verification of residence and to 

fill out the appropriate paperwork to officially enroll in one of our schools. This early enrollment data will then be 

used to determine enrollment numbers and firm projections for each of our schools. We will use those numbers to 

determine capacity and spaces for nonresident applications. There will also be opportunities for students to fill out 

course registration forms for that particular school if they have not yet done so. Necessary information and forms 

will be posted on the Collierville Schools website by the end of this week.  

Pending policy approval tonight, the application for both Non-resident enrollment and Transfers within the system 

will also be posted by the end of this week, with appropriate directions and required documentation listed. Deadline 

for submitting applications will be April 4, 2014 in order to be given priority in the selection process. We will also 

provide appropriate forms at each school location.  

 

Finally, Mr. Aitken stated he would like to thank Superintendent Manuel and Lisa Parker for their willingness to 

explore an agreement for a transition plan for the Collierville residents currently attending schools in Germantown. 

He said we both share a common ground in our desire to serve the Collierville students and families that reside in 

the affected areas. The Collierville Schools Board of Education has continually expressed its concern for 

representation for the affected families and students, and it has also stood firm in its desire to serve Collierville 

students in Collierville Schools.  He is particularly sensitive to the tough choices that will soon need to be made by 

many of our parents, and respects the choice they each will make, but he assured the parents that Collierville 

Schools will do everything within its means to make you feel welcome and provide a quality education for all. He 

concluded by saying he looks forward to the future, and while he understands there are some uncertain times ahead, 

he also feels confident that things will work out for the best. Civility and kindness should always be our goals, and 

those goals hold true now more than ever. 

 

VIII. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: 

It is recommended that the Board approve the following policies: 

 Policy #5.116, Staff Positions 

Wright Cox made motion to approve Board Policy #5.116 and the motion was seconded by Cathy Messerly. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

With five ayes, Policy #5.116 Staff Positions was approved. 

 

 Policy #6.100, Student Goals 

Wright Cox made motion to approve Board Policy #6.100 and the motion was seconded by Wanda Chism. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

       With five ayes, Policy #6.100 Student Goals was approved. 
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 Policy #6.201, Compulsory Attendance Ages 

Kevin Vaughan made motion to approve Board Policy #6.201 and the motion was seconded by Cathy Messerly. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

With five ayes, Policy #6.201 Compulsory Attendance Ages was approved. 

 

 Policy #6.203, School Admissions 

Kevin Vaughan made motion to approve Board Policy #6.203 and the motion was seconded by Wright Cox. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

With five ayes, Policy #6.203 School Admissions was approved. 

 

 Policy #6.204, Non-Resident Students 

Kevin Vaughan made motion to approve Board Policy #6.204 and the motion was seconded by Wanda Chism. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

With five ayes, Policy #6.204 Non-Resident Students was approved. 

 

 Policy #6.205, Student Assignments 

Wright Cox made motion to approve Board Policy #6.205 and the motion was seconded by Wanda Chism. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

With five ayes, Policy #6.205 Student Assignments was approved. 

 

 Policy #6.206, Transfers Within the System 

Kevin Vaughan made motion to approve Board Policy #6.206 and the motion was seconded by Wanda Chism. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

With five ayes, Policy #6.206 Transfers Within the System was approved. 
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 Policy 6.318, Admission of Suspended or Expelled Students 

Wright Cox made motion to approve Board Policy #6.318 and the motion was seconded by Cathy Messerly. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

        With five ayes, Policy #6.318 Admission of Suspended or Expelled Students was approved. 

 

 Policy #6.319, Alternative Schools 

Cathy Messerly made motion to approve Board Policy 6.319 and the motion was seconded by Wanda Chism. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

        With five ayes, Policy #6.319 Alternative Schools was approved. 

 

 Policy #6.500, Special Education Student Programs 

Wright Cox made motion to approve Board Policy #6.500 and the motion was seconded by Cathy Messerly. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

        With five ayes, Policy #6.500 Special Education Student Programs was approved. 

 

 Policy #6.503, Homeless Students 

Kevin Vaughan made motion to approve Board Policy #6.503 and the motion was seconded by Wright Cox. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

        With five ayes, Policy #6.503 Homeless Students was approved. 

 

 School Calendar 2014-2015 
Wright Cox made motion to approve the School Calendar for 2014-2015 and the motion was seconded by 

Cathy Messerly. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

        With five ayes, the School Calendar for 2014-2015 was approved. 
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 Buy Board Resolution 
Wright Cox made motion to adopt the Buy Board Resolution and the motion was seconded by Wanda Chism. 

Wanda Chism  Aye 

  Wright Cox  Aye 

  Mark Hansen  Aye 

  Cathy Messerly  Aye 

  Kevin Vaughan  Aye 

        With five ayes, the Buy Board Resolution was approved. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further comments or objections, the meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 

 

 

 

        

 

J. Mark Hansen, Chairman     John S. Aitken, Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


